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MEDIA ADVISORY  

Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CCEC) is committed to keeping its 

members and communities well informed about issues and operations throughout the 

utility system.  To this end, CCEC is providing a summary of the primary points of 

discussion from the monthly Board of Directors meetings, in addition to more detailed 

public announcements, media releases, and member communications.  

The following items were discussed and acted upon at the February 2006 Board 

meeting, which took place Friday, February 24, 2006:   

 

At last month s meeting of the Board of Directors, the Board elected to donate 
surplus vehicles to Bandon, Pacific, Gold Beach and Brookings high schools for use 
in their Project Graduation fundraising efforts.  Representatives from the high 
schools were presented keys to the vehicles at the Friday Board meeting.  Board 
members expressed support for the project and offered congratulations and well 
wishes for its success.  [Photo attached]    

 

Staff provided regular reports.  The redesigned CCEC Website is expected to be 
launched March 1.  Visit CCEC on the web at www.ccec.coop and learn about the 
cooperative s history, cooperative operating philosophy, services offered to the 
membership, power supply and electrical safety.  The site will also have a News and 
Events section where press releases, the new Member Newsletter, past Q&A pieces 
and other interesting articles will be posted.  In The Board Room, visitors to the site 
will meet members who have been elected to serve on the Board of Directors and 
the cooperative s governing documents such as bylaws, policies and articles of 
association.     

Preparations continue for the Annual Membership Meeting scheduled for Saturday, 
June 24, 2006, at the event center in Gold Beach.  Packets of information and ballots 
are scheduled to be released late May.  Members are reminded that according to 
changes made to the bylaws at last year s Annual Meeting, all voting will be done by 
mail and ballots will not be accepted after the deadline or on the day of the Annual 
Meeting.  

Lauren Porsch, Member Services Manager gave an update on the cooperative s 
Automated Meter Reading (AMR) program.  The audience learned that the Geisel 
Substation near Gold Beach, Oregon was the perfect candidate for testing this new 
technology because it is open, easily accessible and therefore easy to integrate the 
new equipment.  Lauren described the basics of how the technology works, including 
how a computer in a CCEC office communicates over the power lines with the 
substation and AMR meter located at the member s property.  According to Porsch, 
In one hour we can communicate with all the meters we now have in the field.  We 
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gather the information and send it directly to the member billing system.  Porsch 
also explained that noise or radio frequency can interfere in the process of gathering 
the information and how they were working to correct that problem.  He completed 
the presentation with a discussion of the training being provided to meter readers 
installing the AMR meters and future uses of the technology.  

Doyle Eden, CFO presented a list of accomplishments for work the various 
departments completed in 2005.  Accomplishments included substation work, tree 
trimming, rotten pole replacements, 319 new service installations, underground cable 
replacement, new work order procedure, employee education, Electric Service 
Handbook development, inventory management, upgrade to office facilities, 
preparation of extended financial analysis, use of new technology, enhanced 
financial performance ratios, more effective communications, new telephone 
installation and the AMR pilot program.    

The Board of Directors expect to hold Town Hall meetings in early April to discuss 
issues related to the cooperative s operation and strategic direction.  

Other Discussion and Action Items: Board of Directors approved a request from 
the Curry County Habitat For Humanity located in Brookings, to waive the electric 
service fees for their first low-income housing project scheduled for construction in 
Spring 2006.  The fees waived are not to exceed $1,000.     

General Manager/CEO Werner Buehler reported that one of the small, older bucket 
trucks parked in the Port Orford warehouse caught fire and smoldered through the 
night causing damage to the facility and some vehicles and equipment stored there.  
The Port Orford Volunteer Fire Department responded.  CCEC s insurance company 
was on site Friday to investigate.  The cause is unknown and there were no injuries.  

The Board of Directors approved three changes to CCEC policy.  The most 
significant was a change to Policy Bulletin No. 6, which relates to security payments 
for electrical service.  If a member has a 24-month history of excellent credit defined 
as an A credit rating, the security payment the cooperative collected at the time the 
member signed up for service is eligible for a refund.  Policy Bulletin No. 52 allows a 
landlord requesting connection of multiple services located on one service drop to 
pay only one read-only transfer fee.  Policy Bulletin No. 13 provides a method for the 
cooperative to perform work and charge for those services performed on member-
owned equipment in situations where the member is unable to find anyone else to do 
the work for them.     

For additional information, contact Christine L. Stallard, Member/Public Affairs Director 
at 541-247-6638, Ext. 417 or christine@cooscurryelectric.com.  

# # #  


