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WEATHER CAUSING AN INCREASE IN ELECTRIC BILLS
    

December 17, 2009 [Port Orford, OR]:  The colder weather in November and December is not only affecting the electric bills Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CCEC) members are receiving, but the actual cost of wholesale power the cooperative purchases.  “We purchased more than three million kilowatt hours more than we budgeted for to keep up with what members were using due to the colder weather,” Roger Meader, General Manager/CEO told the board of directors during a discussion of the cooperative’s finances.  The average monthly kilowatt hour usage by residential consumers rose from just under 1,500 to 1,712 in November.  “Using the average residential consumption, just using 200 kilowatt hours more would mean an increase of about $13 for the month,” Meader said.  The bills for December are also projected to be higher, primarily due to temperatures that continue to be lower than last year.  The 7.5 percent rate increase and elimination of the winter block rate that was effective in October contribute to the higher bills. The winter block rate was referred to as a “declining block” rate that meant during the months of December through April, consumers were charged one rate for usage up to 1,000 and a lower rate for kilowatt hours consumed over 1,000.  The winter block rate had been in effect for a long time and really didn’t encourage members to conserve energy because the more they used, the less they paid.  Very few utilities use declining block rates anymore so in rate discussions earlier this year, the cooperative elected to eliminate the winter block rate in an effort to move to more conservation-minded rates.  “Due to the weather and change in rates, we expect to see an increase in high bill concerns,” Meader continued.  “If members have questions about their bills, ways to conserve energy or are just having difficulty making their payments, we encourage them to call and discuss it with one of our member services representatives.”  
In further discussions, the board of directors continued their extensive review of the cooperative’s policies.  Old, outdated policies are being rescinded and existing policies are being thoroughly reviewed and updated as needed.  In last week’s board meeting, the board of directors adopted changes to the policy related to Electronic Devices, Telephonic Devices, E-Mail and Internet Usage to comply with state and federal laws.  Of particular note is the section related to the new Oregon state law regarding cell phone use.  The change in policy prohibits the use of a cell phone or other mobile communications device while operating a motor vehicle on a highway.  The prohibition does not apply if an employee is using a hands-free accessory, in the case of a medical or other emergency, or when the use of a cell phone or mobile communications device is necessary in the scope of CCEC employment.   The policy also states that all computing equipment remains the property of the cooperative and is not to be used in a malicious or inappropriate way.  In addition, users of the cooperative’s equipment have no privacy interest with regard to the content and data associated with its use, including but not limited to the cooperative-owned computer equipment, office telephone systems and cell phones.  
The next board meeting is scheduled for January 21, 2010.  Members are reminded that the annual meeting date has been changed to July 17th at the Event Center on the Beach in Gold Beach.
# # #
 About Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc.
        Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CCEC) was founded in 1939 by a group of Coos County, Oregon, residents who wanted electricity in their area.  Today, the nonprofit cooperative has approximately 14,000 members, over 17,000 meters in Coos, Curry, and Douglas Counties, and 1,626 miles of line, including 52 miles of transmission line between Gold Beach and Brookings.  CCEC serves the rural populations east and south of Coos Bay in Coos County, a portion of Douglas County and all of Curry County except for the town of Langlois.  Headquartered in Port Orford, Oregon, CCEC has area business offices in Port Orford, Coquille, Gold Beach and Brookings.
