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Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

541-332-6162

christine@cooscurryelectric.com
CCEC BOARD OF DIRECTORS UPDATED ON OUTAGES AND TRANSMISSION LINE
January 25, 2010 [PORT ORFORD, OR]:  Board members of Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CCEC) were given a detailed report of the events that occurred in the January 17th outage that left approximately 12,000 members without power.  “I was very disappointed in how long it took the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) to respond,” General Manager/CEO Roger Meader told the board.  “Our crews had the problem identified within two hours; but it took BPA over five hours to respond and start the repairs.  That’s just not acceptable.”  The problem was caused by a static wire that broke loose during a wind storm, wrapping itself around both BPA high voltage transmission lines and the cooperative’s distribution line.  Static wires are placed above transmission lines, typically near substations to deflect lightning strikes and prevent substation damage.  Meader told the board of directors that even though CCEC crews had identified the problem and were able to perform the repairs, BPA insisted that their crews respond.  “That caused an unacceptable delay and meant some of our members were without power until around 11:00 PM,” Meader said.  “We will be meeting with BPA in the near future to discuss how we prevent delays like this from happening in the future.”

Over the weekend, the cooperative’s crews responded to several small outages as the wind and rain continued.  Yesterday afternoon, nearly 3,000 members served from the Harbor substation were without power due to another BPA transmission problem.  BPA has two transmission lines that feed the cooperative’s electric system. Unlike last week when both transmission lines were down, this week, only one of the transmission lines was out.  “We have the capability to switch load in situations like this, so we temporarily moved the Harbor substation load to our upgraded transmission line that runs between Gold Beach and Brookings,” Engineering Manager Andrew McBride said.  Due to the quick response of CCEC crews and the ability to switch load after identifying the problem, the outage time was kept to approximately one half hour.  “The Harbor substation is fed off the old transmission line; but once the transmission line upgrade project is complete, we will be able to serve our entire load on the upgraded line,” McBride said.
In the board meeting last week, McBride had given an update on the transmission line upgrade project.  “It’s slow going now; but we made good production in the dry season,” he said.  “Even with the weather being a challenge right now, I think we’re in pretty good shape.”  The foundation contractor has five more foundations to pour and 11 additional ones to complete.  Nearly 80 percent of the steel towers have been fabricated.  McBride said that the next step would be to put together a materials list and obtain line contractor bids in the next couple of months.  “We’re still on target to begin setting towers in April or May; but it is weather dependent,” McBride said.
# # #
 About Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc.
        Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CCEC) was founded in 1939 by a group of Coos County, Oregon, residents who wanted electricity in their area.  Today, the nonprofit cooperative has approximately 14,000 members, over 17,000 meters in Coos, Curry, and Douglas Counties, and 1,626 miles of line, including 52 miles of transmission line between Gold Beach and Brookings.  CCEC serves the rural populations east and south of Coos Bay in Coos County, a portion of Douglas County and all of Curry County except for the town of Langlois.  Headquartered in Port Orford, Oregon, CCEC has area business offices in Port Orford, Coquille, Gold Beach and Brookings.
