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For additional information contact:

Christine L. Stallard

Member/Public Affairs Director

Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

541-332-6162

christine@cooscurryelectric.com
CCEC BOARD OF DIRECTORS ADDRESSES CITY OF PORT ORFORD DARK SKY ORDINANCE
February 25, 2010 [PORT ORFORD, OR]:  The Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CCEC) board of directors received an update on the recent dark sky ordinance the City of Port Orford passed on February 18th.  “We haven’t had time to completely analyze this because we just received a copy yesterday,” Meader said.  “It’s not clear to us what the definition of “mercury vapor style” lights is and most of the lights on our system are high pressure sodium; but the worst case scenario would be about 170 lights affected by this ordinance.” City franchise lights are not affected as they are already in compliance according to the franchise agreement between the city and the cooperative.  After considerable discussion about who should bear the cost of compliance, the board agreed that the only way to be fair is to pass the cost along to the members living within the Port Orford city limits.  The cooperative will be sending members with yard lights that are affected by the ordinance a letter with options to either have their yard light decommissioned or pay to have it retrofitted to a standard that would comply with the ordinance.  

The board of directors continued to review and update the policies that guide the cooperative’s operations and actions.  Policies are being cross-referenced with the cooperative’s bylaws and articles of incorporation to ensure consistency; and redundant or obsolete policies are being removed.  In yesterday’s board meeting, a number of policies including use of cooperative computers by directors; guidelines for establishing member advisory committees; and director duties, code of ethics and standards of conduct were reviewed.  

With regard to the wholesale power supply outlook, General Manager/CEO Roger Meader reported that the snow pack that fuels the Pacific Northwest hydropower system is 71 percent of normal.  Meader explained that generating electricity based on a critical or low water year rather than an average water year would have a financial impact to PNGC Power members, including CCEC.  “We budget for an average water year and we only have about one month to make up the snow pack in the Canadian Rockies if we’re going to avoid taking a financial hit through our “slice” contract with the Bonneville Power Administration,” Meader said.

The cooperative will hold the first quarterly Town Hall meeting for 2010 on Thursday, March 11 at the cooperative’s Brookings office.  The meeting will begin at 6:00 p.m.  Topics will include a discussion of the cooperative’s financial condition, wholesale power outlook, plans for the upcoming annual meeting, a preliminary look at the financial impact of Measure 67 and general updates.  All members are welcome to attend.  

# # #
 About Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc.
        Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CCEC) was founded in 1939 by a group of Coos County, Oregon, residents who wanted electricity in their area.  Today, the nonprofit cooperative has approximately 14,000 members, over 17,000 meters in Coos, Curry, and Douglas Counties, and 1,626 miles of line, including 52 miles of transmission line between Gold Beach and Brookings.  CCEC serves the rural populations east and south of Coos Bay in Coos County, a portion of Douglas County and all of Curry County except for the town of Langlois.  Headquartered in Port Orford, Oregon, CCEC has area business offices in Port Orford, Coquille, Gold Beach and Brookings.
