COOPERATIVE’S ANNUAL MEETING A HIT WITH MEMBERS

July 19, 2010 [PORT ORFORD]:  Over 200 people, including 131 members of Coos-Curry Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CCEC) attended last Saturday’s annual meeting of the membership at the Event Center on the Beach/Curry County Fairgrounds in Gold Beach.  

This year’s meeting promised to be entertaining and educational and from the surveys received, members agreed that it was.  This year’s theme was emergency and disaster preparedness.  At registration, each member received a starter “kit” and list of items that should be included to sustain an adult for 3 days in the event of a disaster or emergency.  Vendors were on hand to add items such as flashlights, hand warmers, energy food bars, water, matches, first aid items, a rain poncho and emergency blankets.  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Coos Forest Protection Patrol, local search and rescue volunteers, Curry County Sheriff’s department and local police and fire representatives were on hand to discuss their part in emergency and disaster preparedness and response.

Friends of the Langlois Library had a book sale and nearly $300 was raised for the cooperative’s low-income energy assistance fund through two raffles.  As always, the Lions health screening van was on hand to check hearing, vision and blood pressure.

For the first time this year, the cooperative hosted an American Red Cross blood drive.  CCEC employees and attendees donated 24 pints of blood.  “Every pint of blood can save 3 lives, from infants to the elderly and I was thanked by several employees for the opportunity to experience giving this gift,” said organizer and CCEC employee Glenda Park.  “There are few things in life where you can truly experience making a difference and this blood drive accomplished that.”  A couple of current blood recipients visited the blood drive to tell donors first hand what their donations meant to them. “The American Red Cross staff was very impressed with the number of first time donors,” Park continued.  The cooperative would like to thank donors and volunteers. 

Peter Radabaugh, chairman of the board of directors, talked about the cooperative’s history.  His talk will be featured in the August edition of Ruralite magazine.  Board secretary, Cheryl McMahan discussed her involvement with the Youth Tour, a nationwide program designed to educate high school students about cooperatives and the legislative process and issues that affect cooperatives such as CCEC.  Christine Stallard, the cooperative’s marketing and member services manager gave highlights of a recent member satisfaction survey; and the cooperative’s chief financial officer, Frank Corrales, Jr. said that the cooperative was in sound financial condition in his financial report.  General manager/CEO Roger Meader talked about the cooperative’s accomplishments over the past year, including efforts to control costs.  

Members re-elected Peter Radabaugh, Dave Kitchen and Ed Dowdy to the board of directors.  In a short board meeting following the business meeting, the board elected Peter Radabaugh as chairman, Cheryl McMahan as vice-chairman and Dave Kitchen as secretary/treasurer of the board of directors. 

                                                            --end--

